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GREEN THUMB SQUAD 
Chairperson: Robert Brown 
Members: Robert Brown, Nancy Noel, Susan Perry, Janie Jones, Eleanor McCune, Angela Rose, Jan Peery 

 

The Green Thumb Squad is a loosely organized group of parishioners who have a knack for 
growing things. We take care of the flower beds in front of the church, along the parking lot 
and by the front doors of the Parish Hall. Some of us have adopted a bed or two and all of us 
pitch in to pull weeds and clear out last year’s plant debris and to water when necessary.  
 

Our emphasis on recent years has been on plants that are pollinator friendly and appropriate 
to Missouri’s climate, meaning they can tolerate our hot, dry summers with a minimum of 
watering. There has been some comment that this leaves gaps in the blooming season,   
because we have been staying away from annuals. In response, we plan to incorporate more 
annuals into the plantings this spring in hopes of a more colorful Easter display.  
 

As always, we welcome new members to the squad. No gardening skill is necessary, just an appreciation for Creation. If you 
can lend a hand in any way or wish to adopt a bed, leave word with the Office or see Bob Brown at church.  
 
We also welcome donations in the way of garden supplies. A lot of us buy too much for our beds at home and donate the lefto-
vers to the church. The same goes for things like mulch and fertilizer.  
 
Thank you for the compliments and suggestions and advice and for the occasional bending over to remove a spent blossom or 
pull a weed.  
 

LINDENWOOD INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS OUTREACH 
 Chairperson:  Betty Bowen 

Members:  Rev. Michael Nchimbi, John & Vicki Barnard 

  

Activities in 2022:   Contact was once again made with the Leadership at Linden-
wood University International Students as to how Trinity can offer hospitality for 
some of these students.  Our contact with Lindenwood is through the International 
Student Fellowship (ISF) Organization.   In April Trinity hosted a Games afternoon 
and we had approximately 20+ students attend.   They enjoyed outdoor games, the 
food that we offered, we explained about the Labyrinth and they had conversations 
with members of Trinity.     

 

In September, The Rev. Michael Nchimbi was assigned to Trinity and has been helping to make contact with the in-
ternational students.   On November 12th we planned an outdoor event, but it was too cold, so we moved the event 
indoors and once again we had about 20+ students attend, including 3 students from Eden Seminary.   We offered 
hotdogs, chips, hot apple cider, and S’mores, which they enjoyed, played an indoor game, and had some good con-
versation with the students.  Thanks to John & Vicki Barnard for all their help with this Event. 
 

Funding for this Program is from the $1,000 Trinity received from the Diocese of Missouri with a challenge to use it 
for outreach.  
 

Anticipated Activities for 2023:  We offered to do something once a month with as many students as possible, but 
our contacts through the ISF Program have indicated that may be too much as the students have a heavy sched-
ule.   Our next planned event will be in February which may be a dinner, games and conversation.  We will continue 
to do what we can to keep the doors open between Trinity and the Lindenwood International Students. 
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Community Garden  2022 
 

Chairpersons: Sarah Horning, Betty Bowen,  
Bill Warren, John Barnard 
Members: Eleanor McCune, Betsy McCune, Jennifer 
Bax, Kyle Bax, Ian Guiterrez, Lori Cooper, Vicky  
Barnard, Cheryl Lees, Jill Adkinsoon, Susan Cooper, 
Patti Staff, Ben Horning, Calvin Horning, Shawna  
Severs, Boy Scout Troop 763 
 

Activity in 2022 
 Provided fresh food to area food pantries:        
1200+ pounds grown and distributed to FISH, Powell 

Terrace Food Pantry, OASIS, Salvation Army/St. Charles, Salvation Army/O’Fallon 
 Build friendships with other churches. Methodist ladies 
 Improve garden maintenance. Instillation of weed guard. 
 Increase pollinators in the garden. Bee boxes, hyacinth vine, flowers 
 

The beginning of 2022 began with much planning and education about large scale community gardening. Bill Warren shared his 
vast experience in regard to planting seeds, purchasing larger starter plants, and never buying 40 lbs. of potatoes and 25lbs. of 
onion starts. 
 

In March Eleanor, Sarah and John cleaned out the shed and discovered how dilapidated the forty year old structure was. The 
building suffered damage when a huge mulberry tree fell on the building. The garden committee asked Hansen’s Tree Service 
to leave the mulch for use in the garden. Eleanor McCune and Gary McKiddy donated funds for the purchase of a new wheel-
barrow.  
 

Many volunteers planted the garden and installed landscaping fabric to curtail weeds. The Boy Scouts moved mulch along with 
many other helpers. The summer began sunny and very dry. Harvesting, weighing, and record keeping 
improved with a hanging scale in the shed. In July the garden and shed flooded from fifteen inches of rain. Tomatoes, beans, 
and cucumbers suffered. The squash and the newly sown pumpkins thrived. Kyle Bax built and installed beautiful bee boxes. A 
field trip to the First State Capitol garden led by Master Gardener Terry occurred in the fall. Composting, lasagna gardening, 
and pollinator gardens sparked ideas for 2023. Pumpkins provided great enjoyment.  
 

With much appreciation Bill Warren was applauded for the many years of dedication and love to the Community Garden. 
 

 

Goals for 2023 Provide fresh food to area food pantries. 
Build friendships with other churches. 
Consolidate and or move raised beds to a sunnier spot. 
Transform the Tranquility Garden into a pollinator garden. 
Plant donated flowers to attract more pollinators. 
Take a field trip to University of Missouri Extension Gardens. 
Install a new shed. Please pray that a miracle occurs. 
Bloom where you’re planted! 
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ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Out) 
Chairperson:  John Barnard and Bill Warren 
Members:    All Retired men at Trinity and friends 
 
Activity in 2022:  Our ROMEO group of men, meet every 2nd Saturday of each month at 8:15 am at JJ Res-
taurant on 1215 Duchesne Dr. St. Charles Mo. 63301. All men are invited to spend about 1 1/2 hours of 
enjoyable conversation. Remember, if you are not there, we will talk about you! 
  
Anticipated Activity in 2023:   We continue to hope to attract the younger men of the parish to join us.   

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

Chairpersons:   Betty Bowen  
Members:  Rick & Jane Lackey, Robert Brown, Skip Brownlow, Jo Anne 
Harris, and Eleanor McCune. 
 

Activity in 2022:  We met in the Spring and again in the Fall to clean up the 
Garden. 
 

We interred Mary Sue Hunt and Robert Sundermeyer in the Garden this year; 
May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. 
 

We also did something that has never been done before at Trinity, we were able 
to remove the ashes of Carol (McGrath) Paul to be buried in the Paul family plot 
in Nebraska.  Rest in Peace Carol in your new home. 
 

 

We give Thanks to The Rev. Tamsen Whistler who continues to measure to find the exact spot for an Internment, and to Bob 
Brown and Skip Brownlow for digging the hole for Internments.   It is very  
important that a Committee Member be able to learn how to do the measurement that is now being done by our Rector.  
Volunteers anyone? 
 

We give thanks to the faithful members of this Committee who keep the Garden main-
tained throughout the year. There was a pipe leak in the Garden which was repaired 
by Harvestowne Irrigation Company. 
 

On All Saints Sunday, 11/6, we processed out to the Garden to place our crosses in the 
ground with the names of our beloved Saints who have gone before us. 
 

Anticipated Activities in 2023:    To continue to care for the Garden to make it a place 
of Peaceful  Solitude for all, and to appoint a new Chairperson for this Committee. 

SCOUTING AT TRINITY CHURCH 
Trinity Church long sponsored Sea Ship 5001, a Venture Scout Group, now under the 
auspices of the Church of St. Michael & St. George.  In recent years, we have spon-
sored Boy Scout  Troop 763, and isince 2020, Cub Scout Pack 763. Girls Scouts also 
meet occasionally at Trinity Church, currently, a Daisy Troop and a Brownie Troop. 
 

Parishioner Liaisons  from Scouts to Trinity Church: #763, Mike Nichols, Crystal Little 
Daisies, Jennifer Eisele; Erin Shetler 
 

Activity in 2022: Troops continued in-person meetings, following Trinity Church and 
Diocesan guidelines and Scouting Guidelines, even stricter than those of the Church. 
Their big 2021 project, picnic tables, has been heavily used in 2022.  When the church renovation was complete, Troop 763 
began again holding monthly Courts of Honor in the church.  They continue their presence at the Festival of the Little Hills in 
the summer, as well as camp activities and community service. 
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THE PROGRAM ENDOWMENT (HAYNES) FUND 
Purpose of the Fund: The purpose of Program Endowment Fund is to provide grants for projects that en-
hance the work of the church and increase connections with the wider community. 
 Examples of past grants include, establishing the parish library, sponsoring author-visits and book re-
views; scholarships to attend Camp Phoenix, building the Labyrinth, dinner theater productions by parish-
ioners, now-lost wearable Papier-mâché  angels; a diocesan-wide Lenten workshop with  
Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, a writing workshop open the St. Charles community, two parish-wide spiritu-
al retreats, honoraria for speakers, visiting clergy retreat-leaders, musicians, singers,  
Chairperson:  Susan Goddard 
Members at Large:   Erin Shetler, Rebecca Jones, Millie Oberlin 
Activity in 2022: The fund received no applications for grants.   

Anticipated activity for 2023:Advertise the fund for those who wish to donate, as well as those who wish to apply for a small grant. 
We will hold a meeting early in the year. We still plan to  join forces in terms of oversight with the ACE and TEA Funds who will 
share the same three At-Large members, but with one Vestry liaison for the TEA and for the ACE Fund. Members ex officio will still 
be the Rector and Wardens.  

TEA (TRINITY EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE) FUND   
 

Purpose of TEA Fund: The TEA Fund was created several years ago to assist in small ways with post-high 
school education or training for parishioners up to age 26. To be eligible, a young person must be an active 
parishioner at Trinity Church. Persons who have received grants since the fund was established have been 
acolytes, choir members, lectors, involved in Sunday school service projects and or an outreach effort, such 
as Share-A-Meal. Applications are available for graduating high school seniors or and others who are involved 
in post high school training or undergraduate education.  
Chairperson: Erin Shetler 
Members at Large: Erin Shetler, Rebecca Jones, Millie Oberlin 
Activity in 2022: Awarded a scholarship to Betsy McCune, 2022 summa cum laude graduate of St. Charles  West H. S., began 
her freshman year at Purdue University in the fall.   
Anticipated activity for 2023: Advertise the fund for those who wish to donate, as well as those who wish to apply for a small 
grant. We will hold a meeting early in the year. We will also be joining forces in terms of oversight for a newly established fund 
to encourage parishioners over 26—no upper age limit—in their spiritual growth. The  ADULT CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT FUND, 
or ACE, was approved by the Vestry in late 2021. ACE and TEA Funds will share the same three At-Large members, but with one 
Vestry liaison for the TEA and one for the ACE Fund. Members ex officio will still be the Rector and Wardens.  

Adult Christian Enrichment (ACE) Fund was established by the Vestry in 2021. This fund is  
Intended to encourage parishioners over the age of 26—no upper age limit—in their ongoing spiritual  
formation  
First Chairperson: Erin Shetler 

Members at Large: Erin Shetler, Rebecca Jones, Millie Oberlin 
Activity in 2022: The ACE Fund committee did not meet in 2022.  We did receive some contributions toward the fund. 
Anticipated activity for 2023: In person meeting of the ACE fund and creation of applications for adult Christian Enrichment. 

Jackson Kemper Convocation: Lori Cooper 
What is a Convocation? “As a Diocese, we are called into an intentional time of discerning God’s call for our communities of faith that is 
rooted in the notion that we are one Church, the Body of Christ, in many locations. This requires that we must pivot from communities of 
faith ministering solo or in silos. We must be about mission together; collaboration and intentionality are the watchwords for our path for-
ward.- Bishop Deon Johnson 

At times, it may feel like our roles within the church are isolated, thin, and ineffective against the chaos we see in the world.  The 
Convocations – and there are 4 of them in our Diocese – are meant to bring us together, reasserting our strength as we work toward 
making this world a better place.  Joyfully, we are not alone.  Our sister parishes include Trinity Hannibal, Hope (was S. Luke’s and 
Good Shepherd), Transfiguration, Faith Christian Church of India, St. Francis, St. John’s, Calvary, St. Timothy’s, and St. Martin’s.   
When we choose Delegates to Convention, these people represent us, learn about the issues within the larger body of our Diocese 
and vote for or against policies brought before them. A Dean (Clergy leader) and Warden (Lay leader), are elected from those dele-
gates within the Convocation.  Our Delegates from Trinity include Judy Hodge, Jackie Halter, Lori Cooper with Robert Brown and Liz 
Meyer as alternates.This year’s convention, to be held in November, will be very special as Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will be 
present and will be bringing a revival! I am looking forward to being there!  Thank you for allowing me to be one of your Delegates! 


